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Welcome to our 24th Year filled with enticing and exciting music!  We are 
justly proud to bring you the ''very special spirit'' that is at the core of the 
Manukau Symphony Orchestra. Join us, performing live, at the Vodafone 
Events Centre in South Auckland. With four concerts that range from 
Beethoven's inspirational Emperor Piano Concerto, with NZ's own Michael 
Houstoun, to Sibelius' grand nationalistic yearning 1st Symphony, there is 
much in our 2017 season that you will want to experience. 

We urge you to take advantage of the savings available now by 
purchasing the full year's Season Concerts.

It is my privilege to welcome you to our 2017 season. We are proud to 
bring you the ''very special spirit'' which is at the core of our orchestra. This 
'spirit' can be felt in all rehearsals and on stage and ensures a healthy and 
rewarding environment in which we make music with enthusiasm, energy 
and joy.

We have programed favourite symphonic music by Beethoven, 
Tchaikovsky and Sibelius alongside spellbinding concertos by Bach, 
Beethoven, Dvorak and a beautiful harp concerto by Russian romantic 
Glière. MSO is proud to present the premier performance of Te 
Ahukaramū Charles Royal's ''Whitiora''.  

Throughout this year we feature great guest artists and it is with some 
pride we welcome German Maestro Eckehard Stier to the podium with 
two of the Auckland Philharmonia's highly esteemed principal players. 

I strongly agree with the philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche's statement 
''without music, life would be a mistake''. I am hope you agree with this 
and book today!

I am delighted to add my welcome to another fabulous  year with the 
MSO at the Vodafone Events Centre, Manukau. Since the orchestra's 
venue-opening Concert in May 2005 we have watched enthralled as the 
MSO progresses from strength to strength. I applaud the dedication of its 
director and volunteers who work enthusiastically to make sure that this 
wonderful asset remains firmly anchored in our Pacific South.  

I highly recommend you all continue to support the artistic and financial 
endeavours of this amazing group of musicians as they enter their 24th 
year — and our venue's 12th!

Welcome to 2017

UWE GROdd
Manukau Symphony
Music Director

SiR NOEl  
RObiNSON KMZM
Chairman 
Second Nature  
Charitable Trust

PEtER WEddE 
Manukau Symphony
Chairperson

MSO SEaSON 2017
at the Vodafone Events Centre

EMPEROR
Saturday 18 March 2017

ROMaNCE
Saturday 24 June 1017

ClaSSiCS
Saturday 19 August 2017

HOMElaNd
Saturday 25 November 2017

770 Great South Road,
Manukau 2104
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EMPEROR
Saturday 18 March 2017

UWE GROdd  Conductor
MiCHaEl HOUStOUN Piano

UWE GROdd

MiCHaEl 
HOUStOUN

Tchaikovsky's Symphony No.3 in D major, The Polish, was 
first performed in Moscow in November 1875, under the 
baton of Nickolai Rubenstein, and the first performance 
outside Russia was in February 1879.  At a performance in 
the United Kingdom in 1899 it was first referred to as The 
Polish Symphony in reference to the recurring Polish dance 
rhythms prominent in the symphony's final movement.  
Western listeners, conditioned by Chopin's use of the 
polonaise as a symbol of Polish independence, interpreted 
Tchaikovsky's use of the same dance, likewise; actually in 
Tsarist Russia it was musical code for the Romanov dynasty 
and, by extension, Russian imperialism.

Beethoven's Concerto No.5 in Eb major, The Emperor, is 
opulent in its concept and execution.  MSO and Music 
Director, Uwe Grodd, are joined by New Zealand's eminent 
pianist, Michael Houstoun, for this mighty work.  The mood 
is at times warlike and triumphant, blending with delicate 
piano themes both noble and song-like.  All leads to a most 
exuberant mood, brilliant and festive. 

Celebrate with the MSO as we enter our 24th year!

Concert title 1
Day / Date / Time
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tiaNYi lU

Yi JiN

tE aHUKaRaMū 
CHaRlES ROYal

MSO welcomes the return of Guest Conductor, Tianyi Lu, 
to direct this programme of Romance and the premiere 
performance of New Zealand composer, Charles Royal's 
Whitiora for cello, orchestra and chanting voice. This work, 
commissioned by the MSO, reflects on the history of the 
King Movement and speaks of the healing process of the 
Treaty settlements.

Written in 1938, Glière's Concerto for Harp and Orchestra 
was published as the work of Glière edited by Ksenia 
Alexandrova Erdely — a notable harpist of the time.  Glière 
sought her technical advice and offered to credit her as 
the composer, which she declined.  We welcome our MSO 
harpist, Yi Jin, to perform as soloist in this most attractive 
work.  A pinnacle of Romanticism, Glière has given us a gift 
of extraordinary beauty.  Indeed, a much to be anticipated 
occasion.

Beethoven's Symphony No.4 is one of happiness. Its dreamy 
reflection is contrasted with a merry robust freshness.  
With ever increasing confidence we are lead to a serene 
contentment. No shadows mar its beauty.  Brilliant, 
lighthearted and graceful, dance sparkles throughout!  It 
is a work consistently of a sunny disposition.  One cannot 
but believe that this was written at a very happy time in 
Beethoven's life.    

ROMaNCE
Saturday 24 June 1017

tiaNYi lU   Conductor
Yi JiN    Harp
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ECKEHaRd StiER

aNdREW bEER

bEdE HaNlEY

Andrew Beer | Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra

http://www.apo.co.nz/about-apo/meet-the-orchestra/andrew-beer/[25/09/2016 3:44:37 p.m.]

HOME / ABOUT APO / MEET THE ORCHESTRA /

Violinist Andrew Beer has been described as a “virtuoso soloist” by the San Francisco Classical Voice, as

possessing a “glorious string tone” by Strad Magazine, as a performer displaying “accuracy and subtle charisma”

by the Boston Globe, and as a “musical gift” by the New York Times. He has performed extensively throughout

North America, Europe, Asia and Australasia, and his performances have been broadcast on NHK Japan,

Vietnamese television, CBC Radio-Canada, Minnesota Public Radio, Vermont Public Radio, WQXR New York,

Radio NZ Concert FM and ABC Classic FM.

As a soloist, he has performed with leading orchestras in Vancouver, Montreal, New York, Boston, Catania and

Auckland, with conductors including Gil Rose, Joseph Silverstein, Victor Feldbrill, Eckehard Stier and Giordano

Bellincampi. As a chamber musician, he has performed at the Banff, Orford, Domaine Forget, Tanglewood,

Aspen, Music@Menlo, Prussia Cove and Akaroa festivals, and has appeared in concert with Midori and

members of the Emerson String Quartet. Contemporary music has played a large role in Andrew’s musical life,

and he has worked closely with some of the leading composers of our time on their solo and chamber works,

including Pierre Boulez, Mario Davidovsky, György Kurtág and Steve Reich.

Outside his busy performing schedule, Andrew teaches both privately and at the University of Auckland. He

frequently serves as a judge for competitions and scholarship funds throughout New Zealand, including the

selection panel for the prestigious Michael Hill International Violin Competition. Humanitarian and outreach

concerts have also played an important role in his musical output, and through such endeavours he was

MEET THE ORCHESTRA

Andrew Beer
CONCERTMASTER

For this Classics concert we are delighted to welcome 
Eckehard Stier — APO Music Director from 2009 to 2015 
— as our Guest Conductor.  Mr Stier, an exciting member 
of the new generation of conductors, is an extraordinary 
musician with a rich and diverse musical background. He 
conducts a wide range of repertoire throughout Europe and 
is also a keen and successful jazz pianist.

A Midsummer Night's Dream is Mendelssohn's most 
beautiful overture.  Composed in 1826, this work of genius 
made the young composer famous. Its character is ideally 
suited to the colourful world of Shakespeare's comedy. King 
of the fairies, Oberon, dances with goblins, fairies and even 
the donkey, as the lovers walk in the moonlight and the royal 
hunt assembles.  

Then we welcome Auckland Philharmonia Principal 
musicians  Andrew Beer (violin) and Bede Hanley (oboe), 
as soloists for J. S. Bach's Concerto for Oboe and Violin.  
The music is busy and bright with joyous and energetic 
playfulness, presenting colourful and challenging writing for 
the soloists.  

Classics concludes with Tchaikovsky's powerful 5th 
Symphony — his most popular work. Fate knocks at the door 
mingled with festive confusion.  We experience emotions of 
anxious excitement, love, jealousy, power and determination. 
Certainly a concert not to be missed!

ClaSSiCS
Saturday 19 August 2017

ECKEHaRd StiER  Conductor
aNdREW bEER  Violin
bEdE HaNlEY  Oboe
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UWE GROdd

aNdREW JOYCE

We welcome the return of Andrew Joyce, NZSO Principal 
cellist, to perform with the MSO Dvořák's Bohemian Cello 
Concerto. One beautiful melody follows another in an 
unending stream — powerful and dramatic, sensitive and 
dreamy, swinging and animated, folk tunes and dances.   
A treat for our ears.

Our year concludes with Sibelius' nostalgic 1st Symphony.  
The themes are dry and powerful, but always tinged with 
sadness and bitter, gloomy grandeur! We  reflect on how 
both Dvořák and Sibelius loved their homeland and longed 
to depict this committment in their music.   

The beginning of Sibelius' Symphony  is one of the most 
original in the history of the genre. A solitary clarinet solo 
breathes a sense of desolation, which is from time to time 
emphasised by the distant rumbling of the timpani.  

Come, visit Bohemia and Finland to understand the 
nostalgia that ties us to our ''Homeland''.

HOMElaNd
Saturday 25 November 2017

UWE GROdd  Conductor
aNdREW JOYCE  Cello
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Manukau Symphony Orchestra
Manukau Symphony Orchestra (MSO) is a community orchestra based in South 

Auckland. The orchestra presents four varied concerts annually to patrons from across 

Auckland at the Vodafone Events Centre.  Established in 1993 with active support from 

the Manukau City Council and the Manukau community, the MSO is 24 years of age this 

year.  Professor Uwe Grodd has been the orchestra's Music Director since its foundation.  

Two orchestras - the Howick Orchestra and the Howick-Pakuranga Youth Orchestra - 

were forerunners to the Manukau Symphony Orchestra.

The orchestra, in addition to performances 

at the Vodafone Events Centre, supports 

NZ soloists, brings international soloists to 

the community of South Auckland, offers 

scholarships to talented youth players and 

provides opportunity for professional players 

to mentor youth and community musicians.  It 

also frequently commissions new works from 

NZ composers, proudly premiering them right 

in the heart of Manukau.

Manukau Orchestral Society 
Patrons   Sir Noel knzm and Lady Robinson
Chairman   Peter Wedde
Secretary   Cheryl Le Fevre
Treasurer   Godfrey Hansen
Music Director   Uwe Grodd
Concert Master   Jane Wright
Associate Concert Master  Loata Mahe
Committee   Ming Hsuan Lee, Michael You
Hon. Ambassadors  Ellen Skinner, Peter Wedde, Jim & Ella Donald
Adminstration Manager  Terry Spragg mnzm (Life Member) 
Administration Assistant  Anne Esterman 
Orchestra & Stage Manager Russell Finnemore
Financial Manager  Fiona Little
Funding Manager  Joy Liu
Librarian   Andrew Gibson
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SUbSCRibE tOdaY
Subscribe to more than one concert or pre-pay your parking and save!

Reserve Area    Number of Concerts

        4 3 2  1

 Premium Adult                       $ 58      $ 62      $ 65      $ 70                    

 Premium Senior    55 56 58 60

 Reserve A Adult    44 47 49 52                       

 Reserve A Senior    39 41 43 46

 Reserve B Adult    34 36 38 40                       

 Reserve B Senior    29 31 33 34

 Student     15 15 15 15                            

SEatiNG PlaN
BNZ Theatre Seating Plan

Premium

Ticket Location

A Reserve

B Reserve

STAGE

HOW tO bOOK
POSt 
Post booking form with cheque or credit card details to Manukau Symphony 
Orchestra POBox 38-233, Howick, Auckland 2145

PHONE 
Phone MSO on (09) 577 3031

EMail 
Email orders to admin@manukausymphony.org.nz

ONliNE 
Visit TicketDirect at www.ticketdirect.co.nz and search ''Manukau Symphony 
Orchestra'' 

bOx OffiCE 
Vodafone Events Centre 770 Great South Road, Manukau 
Business hours: Monday to Friday 10am to 2pm 
Performance night: 2 hours prior to start 

Manukau Symphony Orchestra reserves the right to alter any advertised schedule 
of artists and programmes. 

PaRKiNG
Parking at Vodafone Events Centre costs $6 for subscribers. Vouchers can be pre-
paid using the booking form.
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Be Part of a Very

We invite you to join our 
Family of Benefactors
 
Donations and Bequests
Help secure the future and ‘very special spirit’ of the Manukau 
Symphony Orchestra by making a donation today.

Players as Mentors Fund 
Your donation will contribute towards the employment of one of 
our professional musicians, who sits alongside our community 
and youth players to teach, guide and encourage them to aspire 
to and achieve the high standard of performance that our MSO 
attains.

Youth Musician Education
This fund enables the MSO to offer students funding towards 
their tuition with a reputable teacher or tertiary Institution. You 
may name the Scholarship that you wish to fund and indicate 
whether you wish this to contribute towards the advancement 
of a young player while still at school or further education while 
at University.

MSO Principal Musician Fund 
Take pride in funding a principal player whether they are the 
leader of a String Section, Wind, Brass or Percussion or a 
professional player.  You may choose which musician you wish 
to support.

General Donation
Your donation will help support the area of greatest need.

Legacy Circle (Founding Member Terry Spragg)
Making a gift in your will is a special way of sharing your 
passion for the Manukau Symphony Orchestra. Through leaving 
a legacy, you will ensure the future and the ‘very special spirit’ 
of this orchestra.

Sponsorship and Corporate 
Opportunities
The Manukau Symphony Orchestra can provide local businesses with 
exciting opportunities to sponsor events, activities and material that 
engage with a diverse audience.

Special Spirit
SUbSCRiPtiON fORM
Select your concerts, tickets and parking
Support the MSO with your donation

Title Subtotal TotalParking
at $6

Prem       A    B    Adult   Senior   Stud

EMPEROR   $

ROMANCE

CLASSICS

HOMELAND

  $

  $

  $

  $TOTAL (Tickets and Parking)

  $
Name your Donation Fund

  $GRAND TOTAL

Reserve Area No. of tickets
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Bravo!
Thank you to our Sponsors

Sir Noel and Lady Robinson       Phil and Helen Greenbank 

Dr Tom and Mrs Ann Morris  Terry Spragg mnzm



PaYMENt
     Cheque enclosed and payable to Manukau Orchestral Society

 VISA          Mastercard

 Card No.

 __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __

 Expiry Date ___ ___ / ___ ___

 Name on Card _____________________________________________________

 Signature _____________________________________________________

Would you like to receive information about bus trips from Howick or Pakuranga for the 
concerts at the Vodafone Events Centre (Saturday evening performances only)

Would you like to receive the newsletter by post

OR

Would you like to receive the newsletter by email

SUbSCRibER iNfORMatiON
First Name _____________________________________________________________  

Last Name  _____________________________________________________________

Address   _____________________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________ 

Suburb   _____________________________________________________________

City   ____________________________________      Postcode   _____________

Phone   _____________________________________________________________ 

Mobile   _____________________________________________________________

Email    _____________________________________________________________
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www.manukausymphony.org.nz
www.facebook.com/manukausymphonyorchestra


